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A second round of cease-fire negotiations in Santo Domingo to begin Dec. 14 was postponed by
the Nicaraguan government on the previous day. According to Cardinal Obando, Managua needed
more time to prepare. This round was to have been "face-to-face" as opposed to indirect talks
with Obando serving as intermediary. According to the New York Times, it appeared that a factor
in the delay was that the House Speaker Jim Wright declined a Sandinista request to have his
representatives attend the meeting. Aides to Wright said that the Nicaraguan government called
him on the evening of Dec. 11 and told him that Cardinal Obando "wished" that his representatives
would attend the talks. Wright, aides said, called senior Roman Catholic officials in Washington
and was told the Cardinal would "welcome our presence" at the negotiations, the first meeting
between the two sides since the talks broke down almost two weeks ago. The aides said the Speaker
declined the request on the evening of Dec. 13 because he never received an official invitation and
because his role wasn't "absolutely clear." Neither was it clear, aides said, that the US presence was
the pivotal condition. The Cardinal said that he doubted that progress could be achieved unless
the Nicaraguan government agreed to direct negotiations with the contras. He announced Dec.
13 that the Nicaraguan government had agreed to direct talks between the two-factions' technical
experts to discuss ways of arranging a two-day Christmas truce, the first in the five-year war in
which an estimated 40,000 Nicaraguans have been killed. Later that day, the talks were postponed.
In declarations to a local radio station on Dec. 11, Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo said that on Dec.
9, the Nicaraguan Resistance (contra umbrella organization) had requested via a telephone call that
he attempt to organize a new round of cease-fire talks. On Dec. 8-9, Obando acted as intermediary
in indirect talks between the Nicaraguan government and the contras in Santo Domingo, Dominican
Republic. No accord was reached during the first round. Since then, Obando has requested on
several occasions that the two parties adopt more flexible positions in order to stop the killing in
Nicaragua. He has emphasized that between 50 and 60 young people die every day in Nicaragua as
a result of the war. The Cardinal had also requested that the Nicaraguan government meet in direct
negotiations with the contras. Otherwise, he said, the talks would be endless and accomplish little.
In Santo Domingo, the Sandinista delegation had proposed a new round of negotiations for Dec.
14-19. (Basic data from AFP, 12/11/87; New York Times, 12/15/87)
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